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TO: Honorable Kathleen Sebelius, Governor
        Members of the Kansas Legislature

It is my honor to present the Annual Report for the Crime Victims Compensation Board for
the period 2003-2004.  This report outlines the Board�s  continuing mission :  �To award
just compensation to victims for economic loss arising from violent crime�--a mission
that is met through the ongoing partnership with victims advocates, criminal justice
professionals and service providers.

The Crime Victims Compensation Board , as a payor of last resort, continues  to provide aid
for medical expenses, lost wages, funeral expenses, counseling  and other crime related
expenses,  for  hundreds of victims each year.   I am grateful to the Board members and
staff  who have served with unselfish devotion to ensure  victims are not forgotten in the
criminal justice system.

Thank you for your efforts on behalf of crime victims and their families.  If my office can be
of service to you, or if you would like to know more about the Board, please do not hesitate
to contact me.

Sincerely,

Phill Kline
Attorney General
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I.  INTRODUCTION

The Crime Victims Compensation Board  (CVCB) was established by the Kansas Legislature in
1978 pursuant to K.S.A. 74-7301, et seq., to provide monetary compensation  for out-of-pocket
medical expenses, loss of earnings or support, burial expenses, and other costs associated with
the treatment of injuries sustained as a result of being a victim of a violent crime.  Compensation
provided in fiscal year 2004 totaled $3,205,387.   In the first 26 years of its existence, from 1978
through 2004, the Board granted payments to crime victims totaling $43,253,808.   While
financial assistance alone does not provide complete restoration,  the Legislature is to be
commended for recognizing that monetary aid can relieve some of the immediate pressures and
stresses that compound the consequences of crime.

II.  COMPOSITION OF THE CRIME VICTIMS COMPENSATION BOARD

The Crime Victims Compensation Board is a three-member Board appointed by the Attorney
General.  Members are subject to confirmation by the Kansas  Senate.  No more than two
members of the Board are to be of the same political party.  The chair is required by statute to
be a person regularly admitted to practice law in Kansas.  Each board member is appointed for
a term of  four years.   The Crime Victims Compensation Board consists of seven staff members:
an executive director, two investigators, one accounting specialist,  one secretary,  an office
assistant, and a restitution coordinator.  The Board meets monthly to review claim summaries
and to make claim determinations.  The meetings are conducted at the agency office 120 S.W.
10th Avenue, Topeka.
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III.  ELIGIBILITY

An application for compensation may be filed by (1) the victim; (2) a dependent of a deceased
victim; (3) a third person other than a collateral source; or (4)  an authorized person acting on
behalf of any of the above.

� The claim must be filed within two years of the incident (Child sexual assault claims
are based on the date the crime was reported  to law enforcement officials).

� Compensation for mental health counseling may be provided if a claim is filed within
two years of testimony to a claimant who is, or will be, required to testify in a
sexually violent predator commitment of an offender who victimized the claimant or
the victim on whose behalf the claim is made. 

� The victim suffered bodily injury or death as a result of the criminal actions of
another or the victim needs  mental health counseling because of emotional trauma
resulting from a violent crime.

� The incident occurred in Kansas, or was an act of terrorism, as defined in  18 U.S.C.
2331, committed outside the United States.

� The incident was reported to law enforcement officials within 72 hours or would
have been reported within that time except for a valid reason.

� The victim and/or claimant fully cooperated with law enforcement officials during
the investigation and prosecution of his or her case.

� Economic loss (medical expenses, wage loss, etc.) will total $100 or more and has
not been, nor will be,  totally paid by other sources.  The loss may be less than $100
for crimes of sexual assault.  

� The claimant was not the offender or an accomplice of the offender.  An award may
not be made to another person if the award would unjustly benefit the offender or
accomplice.

Compensation may be awarded only if the Board finds that, unless the
claimant is awarded compensation,  the claimant will suffer financial
stress as the result of economic loss that is otherwise reparable.  A

claimant suffers financial stress only if the claimant cannot maintain the
claimant�s customary level of health, safety and education without

undue financial hardship.
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      As I continue with regular counseling sessions, I am now
finding myself well along the road to recovery.  As always, the
support and services provided by your staff have been invaluable
to me throughout this difficult time.  Many thanks for your
continued assistance.

IV.  BENEFITS

Compensation payable to a victim, and to all other claimants sustaining economic loss
because of injury to or death of that victim, may not exceed $25,000 in the aggregate.

Compensable Costs/ Limits

� Medical Expenses � including transportation to obtain medical assistance --
 $25,000 maximum.

� Mental Health-- inpatient psychiatric care -- $10,000; outpatient counseling --
$3,500; grief therapy for family members of homicide victims -- $1,000.   All
therapy is subject  to a $60 per hour maximum allowance.
                                               

� Dependent Economic Loss, Lost Wages and Replacement Services --
maximum of  $400 per week.

� Funeral and related expenses --$5,000.

� Moving Expenses -- reasonable allowance compensable at recommendation
of law enforcement.

� Rehabilitation Services -- $25,000.

� Attorney Fees -- $45 per hour, for claim preparation only.

� Reasonable replacement costs for items of clothing and bedding seized as
evidence.

� Compensation can not be provided for pain and suffering.

� Property items are not  subject to compensation, with the exception of
clothing and bedding seized as evidence.
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I  would like to say thank you for your care and concern for the
citizens of Kansas.  I really do appreciate all of your hard
work and attention to my case and others like mine.  It is so
easy for victims of violent crime to be lost in the crowd.  May
God bless all of your endeavors.   Keep up the excellent  work.

V.  COMPENSATION REVENUE SOURCES

The Crime Victims Compensation Board receives funding from both the state and federal
government.  The monies come from the following sources:

� 7.99 percent of all fines, penalties and forfeitures remitted from Kansas
district courts.

� Fines, penalties and forfeitures from federal convictions.  These funds are
administered through Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) grants by the Office for
Victims of Crime within the U.S. Department of Justice.  States may apply for
a grant each year equal to 60 percent of the total awarded to victims from state
funds in the previous federal fiscal year.

� Court-ordered restitution from offenders, subrogation, and refunds.  Judges
are encouraged to order offenders to pay restitution to reimburse the fund for
awards granted.  Refunds and funds from subrogation are received when a
claimant’s financial obligation has been met through a collateral source.

� Kansas Department of Corrections.  Five percent of the gross wages of inmates
employed in a private industry program other than work release, a portion of
supervision fees from parolees and probationers, and administrative fees assessed
to inmates for maintenance of their trust accounts are paid to the Crime Victims
Compensation Fund.
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FY 2004 FY 2003 FY 2002 FY 2001 FY 2000 

Fines/Penalties $1,733,422  $1,509,035  $1,269,802  $2,328,815  $2,297,471  

Restitution 151,327 144,240 98,101 117,031 123,322

Subrogation 54,662 13,443 20,480 32,352 20,796

Refunds 0 0 0 350 0

Department of
Corrections

� Parole Supervision
Fees 175,532 166,211 139,771 134,687 158,778

� Inmate Contributions 196,983 189,666 174,017 176,611 135,089

     
   � Administration Fees 103,951 102,511 96,384 96,860 97,462

Department of Justice
VOCA    Grant 1,222,000 1,058,000 1,074,000 911,000 580,000

�������������������� $3,637,877 $3,183,106 $2,872,555 $3,797,706 $3,388,225
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ASSAULT 325 277

ARSON 4 1

CHILD ABUSE (ASSAULT) 19 19

CHILD ABUSE (MURDER) 8 17

CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE 202 140

DOMESTIC ABUSE (ASSAULT) 111 148

DOMESTIC ABUSE (MURDER) 10 15

DUI 25 27

FEDERAL TERRORISM 7 1

KIDNAPPING 5 3

MURDER 115 65

ROBBERY 14 16

SEXUAL ASSAULT (ADULT) 63 51

STALKING 0 5

VEHICULAR HOMICIDE 10 6

OTHER VEHICULAR CRIMES 19 13

OTHER (MISCELLANEOUS CRIMES) 0 3
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